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October 15, 2020 

 

Director Mark Ghilarducci 
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services 
3650 Schriever Avenue 
Mather, CA 95655-4203 
 
Re: URGENT HEALTH AND SAFETY REQUEST FOR CREEK FIRE CLEANUP 
 
Dear Director Ghilarducci: 
 
As you know, the recent request that was made on behalf of seven California counties for individual and 

public assistance funds for home and hazardous waste cleanup from FEMA by way of a Major Disaster 

Declaration has been denied. I understand that Cal OES is working with federal officials to appeal this 

decision.  

I have been working closely with our county officials, congressional delegation, and community 

members on this issue, and I believe there is an urgent health and safety need that must be addressed 

by Cal OES now. 

Please accept this letter as an urgent request to assign the Department of Toxic Substances Control’s 

(DTSC) Emergency Response Program to begin Phase 1 removal of hazardous waste on fire-impacted 

properties in the Creek Fire disaster area. This type of cleanup is already underway in other areas of the 

state impacted by recent devastating wildfires.  

There were more than 927 structures burned in the Creek Fire, which is the largest single wildfire (non-

complex fire) in California history. A large number of my constituents living in the area had little or no 

insurance. The cost of hiring a contractor for waste removal can run upwards of $70,000. Those who are 

underinsured may only have part of the cleanup covered. Those without insurance would be responsible 

for the entire cost. This has created a nightmare scenario where those who can neither afford the 

cleanup nor the cost of rebuilding their homes will have no choice but to abandon their property, 

leaving household hazardous waste, including chemicals, burned out cars, paint cans, appliances, etc. 

behind. 
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While I understand the preference of Cal OES to wait for FEMA funds before beginning this work, there 

is no more time to waste. Rain and snow are imminent, as are the resulting mudslides into our 

watersheds. We must act now to prevent harmful hazardous waste and bulk asbestos from threatening 

public health and the environment. 

DTSC has stated that its priority through wildfire cleanup and recovery is to help community members 

and wildfire survivors by clearing their properties of household hazardous waste and providing essential 

resources. This service must be provided to all Californians devastated by wildfire, and it must begin 

now. 

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. Please feel free to contact me directly to discuss 
further at (559) 790-2239.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Patterson 
Assemblyman, 23rd District  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


